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THE CONVERSION

- OF
THE REVEREND JOHN THAYER,
OF BOSTON.

e © o

The Public Papers have already announced the
Conversion of a Protestant Minister wrought at
Rome, at the time of the miracles of the Venerable
Labre. Iam that Protestant converted to the faith:
and being led to it by a very special providence,
like the blind man in the gospel miraculously healed,
it %ives me pleasure, and I think it my duty, to
publish the goodness of a bountiful God, to whom I
am indebted for the light and life of grace. Both
my conversion, and my solemn abjuration at Rome,
were public. Passing afierwards into France, I rela-
ted my story, or rather that of Divine Providence in
my regard, to a great number of respectable per-
sons, who wished to learn the particulars of it. I
was afterwards strongly solicited by some friends,
to-send it to the press, for the edification of Chris-
tians, and for the greater glory of God. - Yielding
to their reasons, a-nﬁT their authority, [ now, by their
advice, give it both in English and French, in favor
of those who only understand one of those lan-

ages. - ’

I ' was born in Boston of a family in easy circum-
stances. I was brought up there in the Brotestant
Religion, the only prevailing and almost the only
known.in New England. At first I had refused to
study, but at the age of sixteen, by reflection, and a
certain: desire of umprovement, I intreated my pa
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rents to put me to school. By dint of application I
repaired lost time, and by the help of a good teacher,
made a tolerably rapid progress. At the conclusion
of my studies, I was made a Minister of the Puritan
sect, and exercised my function for two years, apply-
ing myself to the study of Holy Scripture, and to
preaching. In the mean time, I felt a secret inclina-
tion to travel ; I nourished the desire, and formed
a resolution of passing into Europe, to learn the lan-
guages which are miost in use, and to acquire a
knowledge of the constitution of states, of the man-
ners,_customs, laws and government of the princi-
%':le ndtions, in order to acquire, by this political

.knowledge, a greater consequence in my own coun-

try, and thus to become more useful to it. Such

.'were my human views, without the least suspicion -
. of the secret designs of Providence, which was pre-
Jparing for me more precious advantages. I embar-

ed for Europe, and arrived in France at the end of
the year 1781. I remained there ten months, total-
ly taken up in studying the language, in reading the
best authors, and instructing myself in the principles

.of the Government: I was there attacked with a

fit of illness, and as I feared, that it would be atten-
ded with serious consequences, my first concern was
to forbid, that-any Catholic Priest should be suffered
to come near me; such was my attachment to my
own sect. After my recovery, I spent thrée months
in England, attentive as in France, in observing the
manners and customs of the country. I was desired
to preach; I complied, but it being observed that
my doetrines did not agree with that of the persons
before whom I spoke, .I replied that I had taken it
from the ‘gospel. It is on this that all the sects,
however opposite to each other, establish their va-
rious systems ; a striking proof of the necessity of a

~ living authoriy to fix its true sense! I returned to

France, with the intention of passing thence to

™
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Rome, coustantly bent on the same pursuits; and
as it may easily be imagined, strongly prejudiced
Dboth against the nation and religion of that country,
. which had been represented to me in the mest’ otfi’-
ous colours.. However during my stay in France,
I had formed a more favorable idea of the Catholic
Religion, and my intercourse with the Italians ¢op-
tributed also to remove my prejudices against them.
In our passage from Marseilles to Rome, we were
becalmed, and obliged to stop some days at a little
port called Port Ercole. The Marquis 1YElmoro,
a respectable old Gentleman, received me without
any recommendation to him, and treated me with the
kindness and affection of a father: his house, his
table, his library were at my service, and when we .
parted, he made me promise to correspond with
him. I had the happiness wherever I went, to meet
with Ttalians of the same c¢haracter, and all with
whom I have been concerned, have shown the same
-eagerness to oblige me, especially the worthy and
virtuous family, in which I lodged at Rome, and'in
which 1 found mysclf as in the centre of my own
family.. Such goodness, such cordiality to a stran-
ger, to an avewed Protestant, at once touched and
surprised me. This Religion, said I, is not then
"so unsociable, and does not, as I have been told,
inspire sentiments of aversion and intolerancy -to
those of a different. persuasion. Thus, from day
to day, I condemmed the unjust prejudices, which
had been suggested to me, and God disposed mat-
ters at a distance to bring me insensibly to the
happy term, at which Thave arrived. My first con-
cern.at Rome, was to visit the most celebrated mas-
ter-pieces and monuments of antiquity, which,attract
the potice of strangers; among others the Rotunda
or. Pantheon, a temple formerly consecrated “to the-
woyship of all the false deities, of Paganism, but at
present dedicateg to the honor of the Blessed Virgin,
Y ’
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and of all the Saints. At the sight of this superb
edifice, I was struck with an idea which appeared
_ tome sublime, and which I thought might furnish
the subject ofan elegant discourse, if the Catholic Re-
ligion were true. The following is, in substance, the
idea which occurred to me at that time. « This
~ Temple, formerly consecrated to the worship of false
gods, now become the Temple of the true God ; the
cross of Jesus Christ raised on the wrecks of the
idols, collected to form for it, as it were, a more glo-
rious trophy, and from thence exhibited to the whole
world ; this city, formerly the mistress of the uuoi-
verse, and the capital of the Pagan world, now be-
come the Capital of the Christian world ; these, I
say, are living and lasting monuments of the triumphs
of Jesus Christ over the strong-armed, and of the es-
tablishment of his Empire upon the ruins of that of
Satan. Yes, it was worthy of God, to make the
centre of idolatry, the centre of the true faith ; the
first city in the world, the capital of his kingdom ; in
short, this famous school of all'arts, this celebrated
city, which draws the .attention of the curious and
strangers from all parts of the world, the sehool of
truth, and the common centre of union among all
those who believe in Jesus Christ: then nothing
would be wanting to the exterior glory of his Reli-
gion, and to the visibility of his church, which he
undoubtedly intended to exhibit to the eyes of all
mankind ; it would then be truly a city built ypon a
‘mountain, so exposed to the sight of alt the world,
‘that it could not be concealed.” " This idea pleased
me much, and as I was fond of the eloquence of the
pulpit, I wished it were true,to be able to treat so
beautiful a subject. This first ray of lght should
_ have led me farther ; but as yet, it was no more in
my eyes than a pleasing fancy, which I relinquished
to attend to the purposes I had formed.
I learnt Italian much sooner, and with much more

\
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facility, than French; and in a short time was able
‘to read the best authors in.that language. Accord-
ing to my intention, I studied at the same time, the
constitution and actual state of Rome. From time .
to time however the Catholic Religion returned to
my mind ; and although it made no part of my. plan .
of studies, I was desirous nevertheless of instructing
myself thoroughly in its principles, during my stay
in that city ; for the same reason that I should have
wished to know the Religion of Mahomet, had I been
at Congtantinople: I was far from suspecting that
my own was false, or at least from thinking of em-
bracing another ; I only wished to know the doctrine
of Catholics from their own lips, that I might not
impute to them what they did not avow themselves.
In this design I addressed myself to several Ecclesi-
astics, and according to my custom of adapting my
conversation "to each one’s profession, I entered on
the topic of Religion ; but they had more piety than
light, and seeing me a determined Protestant, they
condemned me without informing me, and we part-
ed equally discontented, they with my attachment to-
my errors, and I with their zeal, which did not ap-
pear to be according to knowledge. On the whole,
my only intention was to learn their opinions, not to-
be disabused of my own s and I thought of nothing
more than to satisfy my curiosity ; but thanks to that
admirable Providence which made all conduce to my
good ; as the desire of travelling had led me to the
centre of light, without my knowledge, so the desire
‘of instructing myself, brought me to the knowledge of’
the truth without my intention. After having often
sought for an opportunity of conversing with some
person well informed, both able and willing to instruct
me thoroughly in the Catholic doctrine, I met with
two Ecclesiastics in a place which I was - accustom-
* ed to frequent. I entered into conversation with
* them, and declared who I was and what [ wanted.
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At that time I thought with respect to.the Jesuits, as
all other Protestants do ; but yet Itold them I should
be glad to form an acquaintanee with some of them.
I know, said I, that they. are cunning, designing men,
- but they are celebrated for their learning ; and while
I profit by their lights, I will carefully guard ‘myself
against their subtility. The two persons with whom
1 was then conversing were of the Society of Jesus:
my frankness did not displease them ; they declared
themselves what they were, adding that they would
not undertake to give me the instructions I desired,
but would refer me to an able man, who could satis-
fy my inquiries. Ineffect they introduced me to
oune of their brethren, who was well known in Rome,
and much distinguished for his learning and piety.—
“ Sir,” said I, when introduced to the gentleman, “I
may possibly have conceived some false notions of
our Religion, as all the knowledge I have of it, is ta--
en from the report of its enemies ; if this be the case’
I wish to be undeceived, for I would not entertain a
ejudice against any. person, not even against the
gevil.-—Yet do not think of converting me, for cer--
tainly you will not succeed.” This blunt introduc-
tion did not prevent him from receiving me with a
¥entleness and affability whieh could only be the ef--
ect of true charity. He consented to nave some
conferences on Religion. At first he exposed in or-
der all the articles ofthe Catholic doctrine ;- which:
. exposition lasted some days.. Ilistened with atten--
tion, and without interrupting him ; but on my return
home never failed. to set down in. writing the difficul-
ties and arguments which seemed to combat each one”
of these dogmas and articles.. Though many difficul-
ties occurredto my mind; I could not but remark a
wonderful harmony through the whole system of the
Catholic Religion,and wisdom:-which seemed to have
something divine.. ‘When he finished his exposition,*
1 proposed.in my tyrn, my diffioulties and doubts;:



and we spent above three months in discussing these
articles.” I was oftentimes at a loss for a reply, be-
cause I was candid in the discussion, and sincerely
meant to instruct myself, and not to cavil : yet many
obscurities and embarrassments still remained, which
I was anxious to remove ; and as this respectable
man could only give me a few leisure hours, and at
intervals, to fill up the vacant time between our con-
ferences, I had recourse to another Jesuit, who had
not less zeal or less knowledge. He began with me
ina manner which surprised me. “We will not,”
said he,** enter on this subject at present : go, say the
Lord’s prayer thrice, and return to me on such a
day.” Icould not refrain from smiling at the singu-
‘larity of this reception, and replied, I am not yet a
- member of your Church, and already you impose on
" me a penance.” We parted; but reflecting after-
wards, that prayer, far from misleading, must be of
real service to me, and that a Religion which teaches
to begin by prayer an enquiry into its tenets, must be
confu%ent that they are established on solid proofs.
. I complied with- what he had prescribed, and met
him on the day appointed. I was already acquaint- -
.ed with the Catholic doctrine ; he had nothing more
to do, than to clear up those poiunts, concerning which
I still had my doubts. As I proposed my dithiculties
on each of these heads, he pointed out the passages
in the best Theologians and Controvertists,where they
are treated at large; be procured me their works, and
I read them with attention. Ihad an opportunity of
examining thoroughly each one of the articles contest-
ed between Protestants and Catholics, and of weigh-
ing the reasons which the latter allege to support their
sentiments. I derived likewise much help from an
Augustinian Friar, to whom I addressed myself at the
same time ; he took particular pains to shew me the
difference which Catholics make between articles of
faith and simple opinions, which the Church permits
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to be treated in schools, without either adopting or
rejecting them. This distinction threw a’ﬂght on
the subject, and contributed greatly to put clearness
in my 1deas: for Protestants, by blending these two
abjects, are acoustomed to create confusion in the
whole system. There is a perfect unity of faith a-

- thong Catholics ; it is true that there are different

opinions on many undecided points. It is from mix-:
ihﬁ' together these two things which are so widely
different, that our adversaries take occasion to attr-

_ bute to faith, what only belongs to free and indiffer-

ent opinions. The care which I thus took ‘to con-
sult several Doctors, proved doubly useful to me=

for at the same time that I profited by the lights of

each of them, I had an opportunity to remark that
they agreed perfectly in matters of faith; which ®in--
deed must be one, as truth is one. This uniformity,.
which has subsisted among Catholics, through alb
ages, made a lively impression on me, because I hadi
never discovered it among Protéstants. 1 had been:
connected with the heads of our sects; I had often:
conversed with them ; I knew their sentiments ;. there:
were not two among them who agreed in the most
essential articles ; what is more, there was not one
who had not varied in his doctrine. I recollect that
ane of our most celebrated Preachers once made
the same declaration to me. When I preached in
such a place,” said he, “I passed for heterodox; I
was so at that time, for [ had very erroneous senti-
ments ; but I have changed since, and were I to
preach there at present my doctrine would be judg-
ed pure and orthodox : but this is common to all our
Preachers ; I do not know one who has not, like my-
#elf, varied in his doctrine.” This declaration made
no impression on me at the time he was speaking;
but it has occurred since, and has given rise to many
reflections. Another - proof whicglveriﬁes the com-
mon saying, that good or evil principles. imbibed in

-
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youth produce sooner or later their effect. This in-
stability of our leading men in their doctrine caused
me much pain: I saw that it was an inevitable con-
sequence of the fundamental principle of Protestants,
which constitutes each one the jujze of his own be-
lief. By this principle there can be no fixed rule of
faith. Itis this which causes the eternal contradio-
tion of ministers among themselves, and- the frequent
variations of ‘each of them in their doctrine. 1 had
endeavoured to conciliate their systems together, bug
could find'no other way, than by supposing i suffi-
ced to believe in Jedus Christ, and to intend to honor
God ; but I soon found that this method, with which }
was much pleased, tended equally to reconcile the
most opposite and ‘monstrous sects ; I consequently
from day to day gave myself greater scope, and fixed -
"no bounds to the liberty of thinking. Ihad friends
.among the Quakers, the Anabaptists, the Arminians
and others, and in a short time I should have adopt-
ed a system of toleration in its greatest extent. Pro-
testantsvainly pretend that they admit Scripture for
the rule of their faith, since they acknowledge no
living authority to determine its sense; since each one
is suffered to give it a private interpretation, it is
impossible to convince them of error ; and when the
Socinian, for instance, says, that he cannot find in
Scripture a demonstrative proof of the divinity of Je-
sus Ehrist, no one has a right to require that he
should believe this dogma, or to condemn him because
he rejectsit. This principle goes farther, and leads
the man who reasons justly, to an indiffereace of all
Religion, and saps the very foundation of christiani-
, by establishing the private judgment® of each in-
ividual the supreme arbiter of his creed. This re-
flection, and a thousand others which occurred, had
not, at that time, all the effect which they ought to
have produced : however in the end they did not a
little contribute to open my eyes to the truth. My

4
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researches had already carried me much farther than I

" bad designed: at first I bad only intended to form an

exact knowledge of the Catholic doctrine,and I was
insensibly come to sucha state, that I discovered
nothing in it, but what was reasorable : When I be-
gan my enquiry, I had not the least suspicion that
my own sect was false, I already found it deficient,
and had my doubts, though I was very far from being
determined to abandonit. The prejudices in which

Ihad been educated had still too much influence over: -

my mind, and my heart was not yet disposed to make’
the sacrifice which this change required. I thought .
Ihad done a great deal by resolving to take with me
to America the best works of controversy which had
been written by Catholics, and to read them on my
return, with a determination of then changing my Re-
ligion, if after mature reflection I could not answer
their arguments : for I was resolved, whatever proof
was brought against me, not to make my abjuration
at Rome, for fear of taking a precipitate step., Pro-
vidence, ever watchful over me, did not sufier these
elays which might have been fatal, but ordered va-
rious events which hastened my conversion: A
work of Father Segnery on the Guardian Angel fell
atthat time into my hands. This pious belief, that
each of us has a tutelar Angel, the witness of all his -
actions, was not new to me ; it had been inspired into
me fyom my infancy, but till then had had little orno
influence on my conduct. The perusal of this work
renewed the impressions which had formerly been
iven me on this subject : I reflected on my past life ;
reproached myself for having so often failed in the
respect which I owed to my Guardian Angel, and I
formed a resolution to be careful in future to avoid
every thing which could displease him.* This at- .

* One of the most solid and rational devations is certainly that
which respeggs the Angels, sinceit has for foundation the im-
mense benefits which we have in all times received from these




tengjon to preserve myself from sin undoubtedly
‘eontributed to my conversion ; at least it removed
an obstacle to the grace which God was about to be-
stow.” Such was my situation, when the:death of
Venerable Labre, and the Miracles which were said
ta have been obtained through his intercession,. be-
gan to make ‘a noise at Rome, and to become the sub-
ject of every conversation. Notwithstanding the
instructions which I had received, and the lights
which I had acquired, I was nowise disposed to cre-
dit the public reports ¢oncerning this truly extraor-
dinary-person. Of all my prejudices against Catho-

" lics, the deepest rooted was' a formal disbelief of the
miraculous facts which are said to have happened
among them. Ihad been broughtupin this persua-
sion common to all Protestants ; who never having
keen able to attain the gift of miracles, like the Fox
in the Fable, disdain it, and deny itsexistence. Not -
content with denying those which were published at
that time, I made them the subject of my raillery, and
in the Coffee houses passed some very unbecoming
jesis on the Servant of God, with whose poverty and
uncleanliness I was shocked ; and on this head 1 went
farther than any even of my Protestant friends.—
However the number aud weight of the evidences
increasing daily, I thoughi that it was my duty toex-
amine the matter myself. 1 frequently conversed

1with the Confessor of the deceased, from whomI -
carnta part of his life. I visited four persons, wio ¢
'were said to have been miraculously cured; I was
eonvinced by iy own eyes of the gtate in which they
shen were; I questioned them concerning the statein

benevolent Beings. But this devolion ought to be ﬁﬂia rly ten.
der towards those who are appointed as our Guardians,and from
~whom we continually receive an infinity of temporal and spiri.
tual favors.—This, therefore, aftet the devotion to Jesusand his
blessed Virgin Mother, is whatI most warmly inculcate on all
~my friends, particularly those who are young, asapaexcellent -
proservative against sin,and as a means of -dvnucin“x virtoe.

. °



which they had been; I informed myself of the natire:
and continuance of ‘the illness with which they had
been attacked, and the circumstances of their cures,
which had been operated in an instant. I collected the
evidence of those to whom they were known, and after
all these informations, made with the greatest care,
I was fully convinced that the reality of each one of
these miracles was at least well proved as the most
authentic facts. One ofthese persons, a Nun in the
Convent of St. Appollonia, had burst a blood vessel ;
she daily grew weaker and weaker for the space of
eighteen months : and at length was so reduced that
she could bear no nourishment : she invoked Vener-
., zable Labre ; took with a lively fajth a draught into
which one of his relics had been dipped, and was
.cured in an instant ; the same day she went to Choir
-with the rest of the religious, ate without feeling any
pain, and with ease performed the most painful offi-
ces of the Convent.  This was attested by the supe-
rior and six other Nuns of the same Community. 1
-often saw the Nun who had been cured, spoke to her,
-and found her in perfect health and strength. Not
eontent with these proofs, I visited the Physician
who had attended her during the whole course of her
illness : he confirmed all that the Community had said,
and added, that he 'was ready to take his oath on the
Gospel that the illness was naturally <incurable. 1
continved to see the Nun during the rest of my stay
® atsRome, that is, for about four months. I had tim
to convince myself that her cure was lasting, and at
my departure 1 left her in perfect health.* - %ersuad'-

b Wﬁen““r. Thayer had published the firet edition of this nar-
rative, a Mhister of the Protestant Episcopal Church wrote to
. him that he was astonished that he should mention in this enlight.
ened age, the miraculous cure of a Nun. To whom he answer.
od : Facts, Sir, are facts in an enlightened asin an ignorant age
and the proofs of facts, which we have not seen ourselves, are
slways tjg same, that is, human testimony. Observe thatin an
lllig\llon‘d age, such as ours, miiraculous facts, ars with more
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ed'that there was something supernatural in these -

cures, I could not refrain from turning my thoughts
on myself, and from considering the risk I ran by

remaining in my own sect. These reflections in-

volved me in much perplexity ; I can hardly express:
the violent state in which I then was. Truth ap-
peared to me onevery side ; but it was combated by
all the prejudices which I had sucked in from my
infaney. I felt all the force of the arguments which
Catholics oppose to the Protestant doctrine ; but 1
had not the courage to yield: Iclearly saw that the
Catholic Church is established on innumerable and
unanswerable proofs, and that her replies to the re-
proaches of Protestants are solid and satisfactory ;
but I must abjure errors in which I had been brought
up, and which I had preached to others: 1 wasa
Minister in my own sect, and I must renounce my
state and my fortune : I was tenderly attached to my
family, and I must incur their indignation : interests
#0 dear kept e back: in a word, my understandin

was convinced, but my heart was not changed. %
was in these circumstances, fluctuating and undeter-

* difficulty imposed on the world, because of the fucilil.y of detec-

ting their falsity.—Yot, at this very time our Church proposes
tothe Public an infinity of such facts, and this at Rome, the re.
sort of the curious and inquisitive of all nations, Protestant and
Catholic; Rome, where openana hardy discussion, even in puh.
hic Coffee houses, is as free as in any other part of the world';
(for this I appeal to ull Englishmen who have been on the spot ;)
and she defies the most scrutinizing critics to inyalidate their
truth. * Such fucts, Sir, are tobe believed, ot there is an end to-
all human faith.

Since Protestants thus question the greatest possible human-
testimony omrsuch public amd momentous facts, I am not at all:

surprised that one of your great men undertoal (o prove false all'
the miracles ofthe Gospel..
than his Brethren, for he thus reasoned : .

‘The Catholic Church boasts of miracles as great as those re.
carded in the Gospel, and proves them by numberless compe-
tont witnesses : We raject these; therefore,. to he consistent we'
mustaleo reject those of the Gospel, which-eqilly loan on hu.-
man testinony.. ot

\

He was atleast more consistent -
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mined, when a little book, intitled Manifesto di un
~QCavaliero Christiano convertito alla Religions Ca-
tholica, (which it would be good to translate into
several languages, and to spread wherever there
are Protestants) was put into my hands. The au-
thor gives an historical account of his conversion, and
briefly discusses the points which are controverted

between Catholics and Protestants. He places in -

the beginning a prayer which was communicated to

him by a Catholicto invoke the light . of the Holy -

Ghost, and which the reader perhaps will not be sor-
ry tosee. = . -
“Almighty- and eternal God, Father of mercy, Sa-
- .viour of mankind, I humbly intreat thee by thy so-
'vereign goodness, to enlighten my mind, and to touch
'my heart, that by true faith, hope and charity I may
live and die in the true Religion of Jesus Christ. I

am sure that asthere is but one true God;so there

can be but one faith, one religion, one way of salva-
tion, and that every other way which “is oppagsite to
this, can only lead to endless misery. It is this faith,
Oh my God, which I earnestiy desire to embrace, in

order tosave my soul. I protest therefore before

thy divine Majesty, and I dcclare by all thy divine
attributes, that I will follow that Religion which thou
shalt show me to be true; and that I will abandon,
at whatever cost, that in which I'shall discover er-

ror and falsehood : Ido not deserve, it is true, this

favor on account of the greatne§s of my sins, for
which I have a profound'sorrow because they offend
aGod so good, so great, sp holy and worthy of my
love ; but what I do not deserve, I hope’to obtain
from thy inifinite mercy, and I conjure thee to grant
through the merits of thy precious blood which was
shed for us poorsinners by thy only -begotten Son
JYesus Christ. Amsn.” v

_ When I received this book I had a secret presen-
timent that it would give me the finishing stroke, and

i
|




17

it was with extrem? diffizulty that I could prevail
on myself to perusz it. M_y soul was, ag it were,
rent by two cotrary emdtioas. Whaat combats,
what assaults d.d [ not at that timz endare; I cast
my eyes over tha praver, bat esuld not prevail upon
myself to say it : [ wished *o be enlightened, yet fear-
ed being oo much so. My temporal interest, and
a thousand other motives, crowdsd upon my mind,
and' counter-balanced the salatary impressions of
grace. At lenzih the interest of eternal salvation
prevailed. 1 threw myseli on my knees, I excited
mysell to say the prayer with thz greatest sincerity
I was capable of, and the violent azitation of my soul
_ with the ¢cralicis it had sustained drew from m2 an
abundanez of tears : I bazan then to read the book ;
_ which ig a short exposition of the principal proofs’
which establish the trath of the Catholic Religion.—
The winle of thase different proofs which till then I
had only viewad separately : so many rays of light,
collected as it were into one centre, mads a lively im-
pression on my mind.  Basides I did not make the
sams resistance as formarly to the divine grace : God
spoke to my hzart‘at the same time that he enlight-
ened my understanding, and gave me grace to sur-
mount the obstacles wiich had hitherto retarded me.
{ had notentire'y finished the book, when I exclaim-
ed, “ My God; 1 promise to become a Cathulic.”—
The same day [ declared my intention to the family
with which [lodzed: it gave them joy, for they were °
truly pious. I wentin the evening to the Coffee-house,
where I imparted my change to all my Protestant
friends; and to repair, as much as 1 could, the scan-
dal which I had given, I defended the sanctity of Ve-
nerable Labre, and declared that I had more proofs of
of the truth of his miracles, than I would require for
any fact whatever. Moreover, not to be ashamed of
Jesus Christ, I invited a great number ef friends to.
be the witnesses of my abjuration. Many lament~
.2 :

4
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-od my weakness, others made a jestofit; but God
who called me to the faith, supported me, and I have
a firm confidence that he will support me to my last
breath.

I must acknowledge that before my abjuration, ¥
had struggles for some time with my imagination
respecting the worship of the Blessed Virgin and of
the Saints. I had nevertheless been sufficiently in-
structed on this article, and did not doubt, but that
it was profitable to employ with the Son, the inter-
cession of his holy Mother, and that far from doing
an injury by honoring and loving her whom he had
so tenderly loved himself, it was the mean of honor-
ing bim the more ; yet my ancient prejudices returned
and disturbed my mind in spite of myself, The re-
proach of idolatry, whicl I had heard a thousand
times brought against Catholics on this subject, still
alarmed me, though I knew it to be ill-founded. 1
resembled those persons, who in their infancy, hav-
" ing had their imagination strongly impressed with
the ridiculous stories of apparitions, at a riper age
involuntarily shudder, where the same ideas recur,
in spite of their reason, which wholly disowns them.
I was obliged to offer violence to myself, and when
I began to invoke the Blessed Virgin, I did it with
. trembling. I first addressed myself to God, protest-
ing that I had no other design than to honor him, and
that I desired to do it more perfectly by the interces-
sion of his Blessed Mother, entreating him not to im-
pute to me idolatrous intentions, which I disavowed
with all my %oul.- Then addressing myself to the
Blessed Virgin, “Oh, tender mother,” said I, “if it
be lawful for me to implore thy succor, help me in
the’ miserable state in_which I am; it was through
thee that the Saviour came to us, it is through thee
that I desire to go to him. The Scriptures teach
me, that by thy means was wrought the first miracle
of the evangelical law in the order of grace, (the

“
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sanctification of St. John the Baptist) and the first in
the order of nature, (the change of water into wine.)
Here remains another to be performed; do not: re-
fuse to employ thy credit; I do not deserve it: too-
long have I not known thee:; but now, though with
fear and trembling, I begin‘to address thee; inter-
cede for me with thy Divine Son.” Then returning
to God, “Oh Lord,” said I, “Iimplore thy light;
thou hast promised to listen to those who invoke

thee; Ido it from. the bottom of my heart; thou art’

my witness that I seek truth at whatever expense:
I cannet err in addressing my supplications to thy
blessed Mother; Thou thyself wouldst be the cause
of my error.” - Confidence and tranquillity were the
fruits of this prayer. From that time I have always
had recourse to the Blessed Virgin, and I am confi-
dent that 1 have received grace through her interces-
sion : gratitude obliges me to make this acknowledg-
ment. I endeavor to join in every institution which

tends to her honor,and I have pledged myself, and

study as much as can depend on me to extend the
devotion to this dear Mother of God. -

A very natural reflection here occurs: Can God -

suffer a person to be deceived in the choice of a Re-
ligion, when after exact watchfulness over his own
conduct, after fervent prayer, after long and toilsome
investigation, he determines to embrace it at the ex-
pense of all that is most dear to him on earth,—fam-
ily, state, fortune, reputation? If this religion be

false, may he not say, with a celebrated divinegy,

«Lord, it is thou who hast deceived me.” This re-
flaction will acquire.a new degree. of force, if 1 add
the prodigious change which is made in me by con-
version. I hesitate to publish it; but think it m
duty so to do, in order to glorify the mercy ‘of Gi
and to render homage to the Catholic religion, which
1 have now the happiness to profess. What differ-
ence between my present and former state! My

M
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thoughts, my taste, my views are wholly changed;
I do not know myself again. Assoon as | had taken
my determination, I renounced the profane studies
in which I had been hitherto cmployed; Ileft my
books half read ; I parted with those which belonged
to me. From that tinie my passions have had little
influence over me; my projects of ambition'and set-
tlement in the world are entirely laid aside. I have
no pretensions on earth: I take no pleasure but in
the things of God : T feel within my heart, a peace
which I had never known ; not, as formerly, the de-
ceitful security of a stifled conscience, which pre-
sumes on the mercy of God, without seeing the dan-

er to which it is exposed : it is the sweet confidence
of a child who finds himself within the arms of a fa-.
ther, and has reason to hope that nothing can tear
him from them, notwithstanding the dangers with
which he is surrounded.  Yes, this religion is adapted
to the heart: however powerful and solid the proofs
are which convince me that it is the True Religion
of Jesus Christ, the satisfaction, the pure joy which
accompanies it, is for me another kind of proof, not
less persuasive. The truths, which I had most dif-
ficulty in believing, are those in which I now fin-
the greatest consolation. - The mystery of the Eu-
charist, which appeared to me so incredible, is be-
come an ever flowing source of spiritual delight :
Confession, which I had considered as an insupport-
able voke, secms infinitely sweet, by the tranquillit -

yWPwhich it produces in the soul. Oh! if Protestan -

and unbelievers could taste those sweets which ar.;
felt at the foot of the Altar, they would soon alter
their sentiments! Oh! that I could be heard by
them all, I would cry out to them: “ Taste and seo
how sweet and good is the Lord to those who serve
him in the holy society, which he has formed him-
sclf, which he vivifies by his spirit.” This is the

“prevailing wish, thisis the only desire of my heart,
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to extend as much as lies in my power, the dominion
of the true faith, which is now my joy and comfort. -
I desire nothing more ; for this purpose T wish to
return to my own country, in hopes, notwithstanding
my unworthiness, to be the instrument of the con-
version of my countrymen; and such is my coavic-
tion of the truth of the Catholic Church, and my grati-
tude for the signal grace of being called to the true
faith, that I would willingly seal it with my blood, if
God would grant me this favor,and I doubt not but
he would enable me to do it. I entreat all those
who shall perusc this narrative, to pray with fervor
the Father of Lights, and the God of mercies, to bless
the designs of his unworthy servarnt, and to open an
easy access to the faith in my country, and to cause it
to shoot forth and to fructify in a land in which it has -
has as yet but imperfectly been known. Perhaps,
and I dwell with pleasure on the consoling thought,
perhaps, I say, he who raises up, and casts down em-
pires, as he pleases, who does all for his elect, and for
the interest of his Church, has only permitted and

brought to an end, the surprising Revolution* of
- which we have been witnesses. in order to accom-

plish some great design, and much more happy Re-

volution in the order of grace. Amen.
JOHN THAYER.

*  AD MAJORAM DEI GLORIAM:
' FOR GOD’S GREATEST GLORY. g

® The lndepehdence of the United States of Amerioa. *
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. REV. MR.THAYER’S LETTER TO HIS BROTHER,:
IN ANSWER TO CERTAIN OBJECTIONS.

My dear friend-and Brother. 1 received with the
greatest pleasure vour letter by Mr. ,in which
I have the satistaction to find, that the friendship and
tenderness which you have had for me, from your
<arliest age, still continues : be persuaded that on my
side there it not only continues but has acquired
pew force from time, absence, and much more from
the heavenly religion I have embraced, whose pecu-
liar property it is to perfect the moral virtues it finds

“in us. . :
After a tender effusion of heart, you declare your
sorrow that I have embraced a Religion (as far as
" you are acquainted with it).fraught with bigotry and
superstition. You did wellto add, my dear broth-
er, “ as far a8 you are acquainted with it ;” for let
me tell you that it is entirely unknown to you. Sure-
ly mothing but the false representations and calum~
n'es of our enemies, who have disguised what in it-
self is holy, reasonable, and worthy of all your res-
peet, has made youn giveto our religion the odious
terms of bigotry and superstition. This your igno-
rance however is common to most Protestants (for I
can suppose but few capable by wary malice of im-
puting 1o us what they know in conscience to b false)
I confess that I was entirely surprised myself when
I1#a1d the exposition of the Catholic faith from the
lips of its professors, because I found it totally
different from what I had been taught to conceive it.
Believe me, my dear Brother, for I have no interest
to deceive you. 1 desire nothing so much as your
€alvation and that of my dear relations, for which I
would gladly suffer the most cruel death. This I de-
clare before God who sees the sincerity of my heart.
Before you read my answer to your objections, I beg
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you to retire a moment in secret, and there heartily
and on your knees, solemnly promise God to re-
nounce all your passions, and ask his grace toavoid
every thing your conscience shews to be sin ; and
then say the prayer p. 16, in the narrative. If such
be your dispositions, and if you faithfully cultivate
them, my answers, though short, will leave no clouds
in'your mind ; if you be not thus disposed, you do
not sincerely seek the truth.

* Your first objection, taken from the persecutions
that Catholics have excited against their enemies, only -
proves that there have ever been bad Catholics, who
under pretext of Religion, have vented the maligni-
ty of their heart. Our Religion, far from approving,
highly condemns all such Christiaris, and knows no

- other instrument of defence than mildness, patience
and charity. There have been, and still are, cruel
and persecuting Catholics, as there are also cruel
Protestants ; but neither the one nor the other are so
in consequence of their principles, but because they
deviate from them. We donot pretend that ail
Catholics are Saints ; we unhappily see the contra-
ry,and it is this that afflicts all the good. This, how-
ever I can assure you, after a vast acquaintance a-
mong Catholics of several different kingdoms, that I
never yet saw a single one express any bitterness or
animosity against Protestants; on the contrary, they
pitg them, and pray for them, as deluded and decei-
ved. Examine whether such be the sentiments of
your different sects towards us, and even towards

each.other, and afterwards decide, who have a perse-

«<uting spirit, we or you." ' :

2. As welay great stress on the unity of doctrine
that ever has prevailed among Catholics, you think
to weaken this our argument %y opposing to us the
unity that reigns amang Mahometans. But let me
tell 'you, that this unity of belief, which you attributé
to them, is wholly imaginary ; for accordingto she



best historians, the Mahometans are first divided .in-
to the two great sects of Omarand Ali. These. last,
who are called Schiites, form five principal sects,
which, like so many trees, shoot into seventy bran-
ches. Amongall these different societies thereis a
vast variety of belief.  Some doubt of their religion,
and are puie Deists; othersadmit the Metempsycho-
sis; others absolute predestination, &c. They give
cach other the titles of orthodox, and heterodox, and
carry their mutual hatred to such an extremity, that
in their pilgrimage to Mecea, they form so many
bands apart, refusing to pray together. There can
be then no question between us about Mahometan
unity, but only-about that of Protestants. Now Tas-
s¢rt that il you were all perfectly of the same opiu-
ion this would be the work of chance, and not the
consequence of your principles. There is nothing
in your fundamental principle that neccessarily pro-
duces this unity ; on the contrary, your principle,
that “every one is to examine for himself,” must be
naturally a source of division, whereas the canstitu-
tion of our Church is such, that it is impossible there
can be division concerning articles of faith. Remarl,
I say, concerning articles of faith; for in matters of
opinion, each one is free to hold what he dleases: but
as soon as the Church has decided, that such a point
belongs to the faith, all true Catholics, because they
hold her infallible, necessarily submit to the decision.
Those that vefuse to submit by this very refusal really
separate themselves from the church, since they re-
nounce her fundamental principle, 7. e. that she is the
infallible “basis of truth,” 1 Tim. iii. 15.

3. This individual unity of faith, is evidently mark-
ed in Scripture, and was certainly Christ’s intention
in founding his church, It is said, Ephes, iv. 4. 5.
there.is “one body and one Spirit;” 1o animateit,
“ope Lord, one faith, one baptism,” i. e. our faith
onght to be one in the same sense as our Lord Jesus

P
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i8'gNE. i. e. strictly and. absolutely so. Christ prays
- John xvii. 20.21. that those who believe in him may
be united in the fajth ina manner resembling, as far
as possible, the union between .the ‘persons of the
Holy Trivity, and gives this union.as the mark by
whieh the world is to know that he received his mis-
sion from his father; for without such. a unity of
faith among the Disciples, the world would never
have believed that their Macter was sent from God.
Perhaps you suppose that Chyist there anly prays
for union of hearts, and gives the union formed by
- mutaal charity as the distinguishing mark of Christ-
ians ; but even this explanation demonstiates the ne-
gessity of sameaness of faith, since nothing so much
destroys that charity, as difference in religion. Wit.
ness the wars that have taken plice in t'.¢ world on
this account, and the coldness with which different
sects ever regard each other..  Qur Chuich alore can
pretend to this unity: which of itself sutfices to con-
vince the unprejudiced that she alone is Christ’s
spouse; vct we do not pretend to assign this as-the
only note to discern her: there ave three others marked
in the creed, which you admit as well as we, viz, Ho-
LINESS, APOSIOLICITY, and CATHOLICITY. Examiné

whether all or any of these marks belong te your sects. -

4. Obscrve that all the Fathers of the Church bad
aur idea of the neeessity of the uuity. of faith in
Christ’s Chuich; you as well as we regard them as
Saints; and certainly by their nearness to Christ’s
and the Apostles’ times, they must have known their
mind. | could cite volumes of texts from their
works to prove this, as well as the other articles of
our faitli ; but the bounds of a letter forbid.

5. What seems to give you the most pain in our

doctrine is, the dnfallibility which we aitribute to our

church. A simple explanation of this point must re-

move, I think, whatever in it appears alarming. Ob-

serve first, that we attribute this infallibiliyy to the
3 :



whole church, 7. e. to the nmjority of Bishops joined
toythe Pope, and not to the Pope alore. If scme’
articular Divines regard the Pope alune as infalli-
ﬁle,this their opinion cannot be justly amputed to 1ke
whole Church, which has. never defined any such
thing. But in order to put vur dectrine of infallibil-
"ity in a clear light, let us recur to that mcment when
:Christ revealed “all truth” to his Apostles, and es-
tablishet'l them, and the pastors their successors, as
depcsitories of these truths. This body of pastors,
thus established, have, in all ages, declared every
rising novelty to be contiary to the sucred deposit
committed to them by Clnist. Thus when Arius
denied the divinity of Christ, the church condemned
him, and declared 1hat she had received the contra-
ry: Thus when Pelagius denied original sin, the
Church declared his doctrine contrary to her depos-
it, and brought baptism, which had ever keen prac-
tised inher bosem, as a standing proof-of our corrupt
origin. Her infalibility consists then in the public
and perpetual testimony that she ever renders to
truths of fact. For what is the Christian religion,
gy dear brother? 1t is a public fact. Whether
Christ has existed, taught such and such doctrines,
wrought suchmiracles? Whether the Bible ke writ-
ten by such and such authors? &c.  All shese points
are matters of fact that have fallen under the senses,
and that can only be known by.cye or ear witnesses.
The teaching church, 7. e. the majority of Bishops
united to the Poge, is this bedy of hereditary witness.
es: and you cannot surely refuse her an infallibility,
(i. e. a capacity of exactly relating facts) which yoa
readily grant not only to whatever considerable scei-
ety, civil or 1eligious, but even toindividuals. When
the Mahometans, who are cemposed of different na-
" tions, and consequéntly of diflerent interests, unani-
mously attest that at such a time they received such
a doctrine from Mahcmet, no one of common sensé



#xn dispute a public fact of this nature, Wy inea
should you refuse the testimony of the Catholic
church, that is composed of various nations directly
opposed in their interests, and. often at war ; when
all her pastors, as unanimously at least as the Ma-
hometans, declare, that they have received such doc-
“trines from Christ and the Apostles, and all agree
in the exposition of all the articles that belong to the
. faith, aud deny that theve has ever been, the least
change in their Church? And how is it possible to
" suppose any change? There is in the first place a
bodv of pastors, as we have said, established to pre-

.. vent all innovations : the perpetual return-of our ho-

lidays put continually before the eyes of the faithful,
our mysteries, many of which are and ever have been
daily practised. For instance, Christians ever com-
-municated. Is it-reasonable ? Is'it possible to sup-
-pose, that when their pastors presented them what
appeared to be bread, they did not ask what they
were to receive in this sacrament, whether mere
bread or the real body of Christ? Christians then,
in all ages, must have known what they were to be-
lieve in so important a matter, especially the nearer
they were to the Apostles’ times, when pastors were
certainly exact to instruct their ‘flock. Whatever
you suppose to have been their faith in this point, it
must have continued without any alteration: for if
there had been' the smallest change, mankind, who
are naturally turbulent, would have cried out ina

matter so vastly important. 1f you say that they .

did so, but that it has not come to our ears ; I answer
that this is truly strange, since we have cotemporary
historians, that have recounted the minutest disputes
about words and letters, that have happened in eve-
ry period of the church, (not excepting the times of
the grossest ignorance) and so essent dl a change as

this they would have passed in silence! How in-
eredible !

P |



8. Besides, what interest could the church have

" had to change her doctrine? How could all the

different nations that compose it, bave combined- to
make this ¢hange, since their intérests are all differ-
ent. IF the French, for example, had attempted this
change. would not the Enghbh have opposcd them 1
And even, if all her parts had united to form this
change, would not heretics, who have at all times
existed round about the church, have reproached
this alteration, and thus have transmitted it to pos-
terity 7 Form.the same reasoning ror all the other
articles of our faith, where you suspect a change, as
for this of the real presence of Christ in the holy
Communion.” Thus you see, my dear friend, that
commeon sense forces us to receive the church’s tes.
timony, when'she declares that she has received such
and such truths from Christ and the Apostles, and
that she has preserved them unaliered. -Now when
we are arrived to admit her testimony concerning-
what Christ aid the Apostles delivered her, from
that moment, if consistent, we are Citholics; since
all Christions hold that what Christ and- the Apostles
taught is certainly true. - This moral infallibility,
which you are obliged to:grant to the church, as to
oll other great societies, becomes ditine in virtue of
the promisé of ‘Christ, who has-expressly communi-
cited-to hei- his own immutability, -

~ .."This seeond sért of infullibility, far su-pel ior to
‘the ﬁrst because supernatural, appears‘in & smkmg
‘manner in the wordd of Christ to his ‘A pdstles : "“Go
“and ‘tedch all mations, and "behold -1 am with you”
(5. e teaching) “until the-end of ' the world? Now

*a chureh, that "has ‘Christ ' present’ while it -teaches,

must certainly be infallible ; and'this presence is sure-
By promised to the successors of the Apostles:to whom -
the words, “until the world’s end,” must beapplied,
since the Apostles themselves were all dead, except
St. Jobn, before the end of the firs: century. Agam



Chyist-promised his; Apastles, Joka xiv. 18, L)% the °
Spirjt of truth to remzin with them for ever,” 7. ¢. io
theead of the world.  This text, for the sape yea- .
son as the preceding, must also "be applied to the
A postles’ successors, the pastors and teachers of the
church ; which, having thus for gaide “ the Spirit of
truth,” must necessarily avoid all errors ip faith, 1;. e.
must be infallible. . I was then supported by reason

~and scriptare, and nnt marely, as yvou say, “on. the
legznis of our church” when 1 said, that the Pope, '
with thz mijority of our Bishops, are’ directed by
the Spirit to dzcidz what w: arz to bzliev: ; for it is
as public aad inc)ntestable a fact that the Pope is
the successor of St. Peter, and that the other Risho
are successors of the other Apostles, as that Lewis.
X VL is successor of St. Lowis. .

8. .Azain. reason persuades us that Christ’s church.
ought to be infallible. Christ declares, * that he that
hears har, hears himself:” He commands us t obey
her, nnder pain of “being regarded as heathens”

God sarely cannot ordzr us to obzy one that is capa-
ble of teaching us error ; otherwise he would be him-
self the author of them.—Besides why did God estab..
lish the charch?  “Ia order,” says St. Paul, Lphas..
iv. 24, “that wemay not be tossed to and fro by every
wind of doctrinz;” 4. e. that we may never be in doubt
concerning what we.ought to bolieve.  Bat you Pro-
testdnts, can you ever be free from doubts?™ This is
impossible, since you have no infallible authority to
scitle them. However a visible and infallible autho-
rity distinct from scripture, (which is the law). is ab-
solutely necessary to decide the contentions that arise
among Christians. Where this authority is not ad-
mitted. there is.no fixed rule, no invariable articles
of faith. The proof of thisis the increasing multituds-
of sects among you, which frequently end in Socjni-
saism, Deism, &c. .But what is the. most pal :
damonstration of what I advance, is, the late aliera-

. 3* -
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tioa that those of the Church of England among y:m
havemade in the articles of faith. What are articles
of faith? They are eternal truths revealed by God,
and founded on his veracity: As the divine verac-
ity is unchangeable, the truths that depend on it must
remain the same ; for “ heaven and earth will pass
away before one of God’s words shall fail,” and there-
fore it is not only absurd but impious to attempt to
-change them, since this is making God a lar. Ex-
perience then proves, that you need an infallible
judge.

9. Nor can you reply that the bible is this uner-
ring judge ; for the bible is the law; it is a mute
book, and the subject of dispute: we need a sover-
eign and visible judge to declare who is right and
who is wrong. I repeat it, the bible cannot be this
judge: for without the decision of the chureh, we
must always have some of these doubts: 1. Whe-
ther the bible itself be a cannnical book, the produc-
tion of the Holy Spirit ; 2. Whether it be entire and
unaltered. This second doubt is reasonably found-
ed on the various readings of different manuscripts ;
8. Whetherit be faithfully translated ; and 4. Which
is the most important, Whether we have ascertained
its-true meaning. Amid so many doubts and incer-
titudes, where can be the certitude of faith? Yet
our faith ought to be so firm and unshaken, that we
should bg ready, like the Martyrs, to die in its de-
fence ; otherwise we are unworthy of Christ-and of

_ the name of Christians. We Catholics can have
none of the incertitudes, because we submit to the
church which we believe to be infallible.

10. Further, what evinces tae necessity of an in-
fallible church, is that such a one alone is adapted to
the bulk of mankind. Is not God, according to St.
Paul, “ the Saviour of all men?” Docs he not will .
and even show the most tender selicitude for the sak
vation cf his children, of the poor and ignorant?




Are the phor artizans and laborers, who are eontin-
ually occupied by the cares of life ; and women, who
do not apply to study : are they, I say, capable of
that eternal discussion and examination which your
principles demand? No, for this the longest life of
the most learned would not suffice. + :
11.. This article of the infallibility’ of the church
once established, a Christian’s doubts immediately
vanish ; for if once sure that God cannot permit the
church to deceive me, from that moment I am oblig-
ed in conscience to receive all her decisions, even
in things that appear thexmost incredible to reason.
12. The first Consequence drawn from the church’s
infallibility is, that she has never erred, and that Lu-
ther, Calvin, &c. who have pretended it, have made
- Christ a liar, who has declared, Matt. xvi. 18, “ That
the gates of hell shall not prevail against his charch.”
Now if error his infected her, the gates of hell have
prevailed, and Christ has'nat fulfilled his promise.—
The second ennsequence is, that alk those, who know-
ingly and wilfu!ly follow those pretended Reformers
are in evident danger of eternal ryin. “Those per-
sons can never give a satisfactory answer to the fol-
lowing argumeat: In Luther and Calvin’s time, either
the Catholic chureh was Christ’s true spouse, or some
other society was so ;. or. else, Christ’s trug church
had ceased. If the Cathulic society wag at that time
Christ’s church, no one could separate from i} with-
out risking his salvation, since there is no safvation
for those that are separated from Christ: If any
other society was then Christ’s  true church, they
were obliged to join it under pain of damnation: I
they say that Christ’s church had ceased, they make
Christ a liar, who has promised its perpetual dura-
tion in spite of the combined rage of earth and hell.
13. What I have said on Infallibility will give you
a just idea of what we mean by Tradition, which the
Protestants so greatly misrepresent. By this word -




wo mean nothing else than the genzre),uranimausgnd
constan! testimony of the church of all ages about thg
traths revealed by Christ, and taught by.the A postles,
14. To show you the neeessity of a supreme au-
thority in tha church, in order to decide all contests
that arise, I rqminded you that there was. never vet
in the world any state which had not its high tribu-
nal from which there is no appeal. - This you allow
to be necessary in-all civil governments,’to prevent
anarchy and confusion ; but yeu add, “ that there is
no parity between civil and religious societies :” - I
wish that you had pointed out the diffcrence; for
both are badies of men, i. e. of beings governed by
_reason and passions; and taking men as they ace,
(for we are not speaking of an-imagipary order of
“things) there is no other in2ans of forming any kind
of society than that of authority and submission.
Law and subordination are absolutely necessary,
.without which there can be no union, and each wiil
do what he pleases. All the individuals will be so
many members separated and dispersed, that will no
longer form a body. It is true, that ecclesiastical
laws must be different from civil ones, ia this sense,
-that the one oblige the mind, and the ather the body ;
the one impose spiritual pains, and the other corpo-
ral ones. 'The end progosed by these two societies
is also diffencnt : that of the first is the good of  the
soul : that of the second is the good of the body ; but
still bdth are visible societies composed of men; and
consequently it is as absurd to pretend to form 3
charch without imposing laws on the micd, as to
pretend to form a state without imposing laws on
the body. This absurdity is so manifest, that thero
has never yet been among you, or elsgwhere, any ecs
clesingtical body, that has not imposed some sort of
laws on the miads of its inembers.. Why then blame
ghat which obliges to submit oyr migda to tha doas
tring and decision of the church.
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“16.- You say, that “ we are -aceountable to none
but God for our belief;” and intimate, that vou think
all religions equally conduct to salvation. 'This opi-
nion is the necessary appendix to the Protestant

rinciples.-  If the compass of a letter would permit,
1 would fully set before your eves the thorrid conse:
quences of this dreadful principle. I could demon~
strate, that it tends directly not only to introdace all-
Christian sects, but Mahometanism, Deism, and even
Atheism, and consequently that it tends to overtura
entirely the Ghristian Religion, which Christ has es-
tablished at the expence of his blood.. 1Is it possible
that the Son of God could have descended from hea-
: ven to establish such an indifference of Religion? Is
it consistent with the infinite wisdom of God to act
thus eatirely in vain? By this system you accuse
the Apostles, the Apostohc men, and all the Martyrs,
of the greatest imaginable folly, for having suffered
,and died to establish a Religion that was useless,
since.men could be saved without it.  Are not-these
few reflections capable of giving horror for this sys-
tem, to one that ‘still retains the smallest spark of
faith, and respect for the gospul of our adorable Je-
sus ! -Consider this horrible precipice on which you
hang, and zhat in consequence of Protestant prmu-
ples and shudder at your danger.

16. I.now pass’to your other dlfﬁoultlee.-—-lf yeu
take litcrally the wdrds ; * Call'no man Father,” vou.
must then conclude that is a sin to give this name
to those, who, after God; are the dathors of owr be-
ing. Christ in that passage evidently speaks of the
‘Sapreme ‘Futher,since he-adds * for one is your-Fa.
thier ‘in heaven,” that-is, God, who according to St.
Paul is the Author of all Patermtv If any thmncan
be inferred from these words, itiseems 80 me tdt it
must be this:  “ Do not quit the true pastors whom
{ establish to govern. you, 1o follow innovators whe
become fathers and authors of new sects.”



17. When St. Paul says, “ We do not lord it or
8omineer over your faith,” he does not certainly pre.
tend that it is lawful to examine and reject his deci-
sions, since he anathematizes even an Angel that
should preach a doctrine different from his. (Gal.
i.8,9.) If St. Paul had beena Protestant, he would
have held a different language :" “If any one an-
nounce to you a different doctrine from mine, exam-
ine it without prejudice, and if it appear more correct
than mine, embrace it and ‘reject mine.” So far from
this, he declares that its being different from his is a
sufficient reason for rejecting it.  Is it possible to ex-
ercise a more absolute authority (or if you please,
domination) over consciences? The sense of this .

assage must then be ; “ Though we exact an abso-
ute submission, we do not domineer over you, be-
cause we 2re only the instruments and organs that
Gdd employs to establish his just reign over your
consciences ;”  which certainly is not’domination.
Thus when the church demands cur acceeptapce of
- her decisions, she does not domineer because she
does not act in her own name, but in that of Christ.

He does not domineer that uses a power i:ceived
fram lawful authority, unless he use it in a tyvranni-
cal manner. The church is so far from this tyran-
nical exercise of her power, that, like a tender mo-
ther, she consults the wants of her children, and she
never punishes till after having tried in vain all mild
means.

18. As tothe Bereans, who are praised for search-
ing the scripture, they were not as yet in the church.
Not only do we permit examination to these that are
in the same state; but we even press, exhort and
conjure them to examine. :

But whep we have once professed the church’s
infallibility, and entered her bosom, she forbids, not
all examination, but all that proceeds from real
doubt. This her conduct is evidently just and wise,
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since all doubtful examination, after convictioh that
she is infallible, is absurd, and practically contradicts
our profession.

This vour objection comes from vour belief, that

we lock up the Bible from the hands of the people.

It is true that we are obliged in conscieuce to explain
it in the sense of the church ; but this is not locking
itup. Have lawyers ever pretended that the study

~ of the laws was prohibited, because they are obliged

to explain them in the sense generally received in
the state? . Does a mother forbid the use of knives
to her children, because she teaches &0 to employ
them as to prevent their cutting themselves ?

19. Let me mention to you a strong presumption,

_that ours is the only true religion, viz. that it is the

only one which inspires the most heroic sacrifices.

. I have seen, and ofien see, persons of the first rank

1

in fife, deficate ladies, &c. renounce all the pleasures, .

riches and honors of this'world, and devote them-

selves, some to serve the sick and dying in infected.

bospitals, otbers to the most rigorous penance in con-
vents. Among these last holds the first rank Mad-

ame Louisa, aunt to the king of France. She was -

the darfing daughter of Lewis XV. She quitted the

most brilliant court of Europe in the vigor of life;
. and entered the order of the Carnelites, among whom

are practised the most excessive austerities. There
she performs the lowest offices among the Nuns her
Sisters; and all this to honor and imitate the humil-
ity of her Divine Master, Jesus, whe, though Lord
of all, took upon himself the form of a slave, and

‘became obedient even to the death of the Cross.”

She has assurcd me with her own lips, that she ne-

. wer tasted, amid the pleasures of the world, any of

those pure delights that she now tastes amidst the

poverty, obedience and humiliations of a cluister.
20. Permit me also to add a word upon the Ca-
thokeity, i. e. universality, of the church. Thig at

\
\
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tribute, which you admit in the Apostles’ creed as
well as we, 1§ cxpressly marked in the prophecies;
sce Gen. xxii. 18.  Malac. i. 11. " Psal. ii. &, Acts
i. 8. This universal extént does not certainly agree
to any other church except ours, which is <o spiecad
throughout all the natable parts of the world, that it
cannot be hid frem any sitcere scarcher of truth,
We lrave an infinity of Bishops and Missioners in the
East Indics. There are many millions of Catholics
in China; aud we have a spacious church within the
bounds of the Imperial Palace at Pekin. It would
be the greatest folly to dispute all these public facts,
since we have seminaries for the education of foreign

“ missioners, and one particularly at Rome called
Propaganda Fide, where 1 myself have scen a vast
pumber of vouth from various nations, who are there
ordained priests, and afterwards sent hcme to preach
to their fricnds and countrymen. We have in Paris
the only son of the king of Cochin-China, who was
condaceted thither by one of the Bishops of that
country;

21. If the reasons, by which I have endeavored to
defend our religion, convinee you of its truth, do not
blush to own it openly and boldly. It is noble to
confess and correct an error. Besides, vour errer,
if you do not make it personal, by a wilful adherence
to it after it is known to ke such, is rather the fault
of your education than yours. Remcmber that
Christ threatens to renounce before the asscmbled
universe, those who refuse to confcss him before men.

22. O my dear brother, would to God, I could
express to vou all the sensations that I have felt with
respeet to vou and my family, since the hand of Ged
has aeigned to draw me frcm those errors in which
1 was engaged, by birth and education! Your un-
happiness has ever been so strongly impressed on
my mind, that: my. prayers for you have Leen cone
tual. I cannot think without shuddering, that if |
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we continue separated from each other in our belief,
one of us must mecessarily* perish. forever. Yet
this is what ‘I must conclude from comparing this
- text of St. Paul, “ One faith,” with that other of the
same Apostle, “ Without faith it is impossible to
please God,”and consequently to be saved. There
can be but one of us in the right, since our faith is
entirely opposite. If it be you who are in error, as
1 am fully and intimately persuaded, give me the in-
effable consolation of seeing you return to the bosom
of the Catholic church, which alone is the true-spouse
of Jesus. United together in the arms of this tender
mother, we will then use every means to obtain of
God the conversion of him to whom we owe our be-
ing; yes, we will employ all our zeal to become in
some sort the fathers of our father, by procuring him
a life infinitely more precious than that which we
have received from him. —ThlS, my dearest brother
and most cherished friend, is what I desire with the
greatest possible ardor. Iconjure ou by the bowels
of the charity of our Heavenly Father, and of his Son
Jesus Christ, to think as seriously, as if at the eve of
our death, on what 1 have written, and to beg God’s
{ ht to gunde vou. Give this mark of tenderness
and friendship to a brother, who lives only for you,
for our father, relations and countrymen.—I am, with
all possxble cordiality and affectior,
Your tender and loving
Friend and Brother,

17817,
J. THAYER.
Mr. NATH. THAYER,

Boston, Mass.

. Paris,

* Mr. Thayer supposes there can be no place for invincible
ignorance in his brother, since he writés to him as to one in
some measure acquainted with the points which separate Pro-
testants from Catholics.
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P. S.—If you communicate this letter to any of
vour ministers (which I should wish) I beg you not
to be content with whatever answers they give ; but
write them down together with your own objections,
and on reflection you will ‘find the answer to all in
the little that I have written. The more you read
<nd meditate the Bible, the more you will see the
harmony and consistency of our principles, and the
inconsistency and contradiction of those of your min-
isters. When I say, the inconsistency and contra-
diction of the principles of your ministers, I do not
speak from any bitterness or animosity. If I were
present among them, I trust they would soon see
how sincerely I love them in Jesus Christ, and that
neither passion nor party-spirit guides my pen, but
the sole love of truth and the light of faith.

I am, &ec. » J. T.



